
Clark County Local Emergency Planning Committee 
CLARK COUNTY FIRE ADMINISTRATION 

TELECONFERENCE 
1-312-584-2401 

3682112# 

Special Meeting 
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 8:00 A.M. 

 MINUTES 

LEPC MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Chairman Billy Samuels, Vice-Chair Rachel Skidmore, Warren Whitney, Craig Cooper, Sean 
Simoneau, Misty Richardson, Carol Levering, Greg Chesser, Jason Andrus, Corey Ross, Michael 
Wilson, Tim Cook, Carlton Parker, Gregg Maye, Dan Berc, John Lombard, Tori Begay, Karen 
Donnahie, John Turner, Brian Scroggins. 

LEPC ALTERNATES PRESENT:  
Carlito Rayos, Solome Barton, Jason Moyer, Jeremy Hynds, Dennis Wilson, Jason Manzo, Ortary 
Davila, Courey Stacey, Robert Palumbo, Jeen Clemitson, Evelyn Conerly, Orlando Machuca. 

LEPC MEMBERS ABSENT:  
Travis Anderson, Roger Haskins, Ryan Turner, Tom Keglovits, Brad Poulson, Stephanie Rennick, 
Lori Mack, Phil Klevorick, John Arias, Judy Lopez, David Elkington, Brian Mitchell, Joseph Rodriguez, 
Felix Acevedo, Andrew Herman-Morillo. 

I. Call to Order 
Billy Samuels, LEPC Chairman, called the 8:00 a.m. meeting to order on Thursday, April 8, 
2021. 

II. Roll Call
Andria Webster called roll and noted that a quorum was present.

III. Public Comments
Corey Ross announced that they sent out invitations yesterday to first responders for their
treatment plant at the lake, that they're going to be doing a tour on April 22nd as part of their
Chemical Accident Prevention Program.  They're going to try to keep it to people who would
respond if there were a chemical incident, but others are welcome.
.

IV. Comments from the Chair (Discussion only)
Chairman Samuels commented that there are no minutes from the last meeting because
they're still being transcribed.  He commented that Carlito Rayos is now going to be one of
the alternatives for Clark County Fire, taking over Richard Brenner's spot.

 V. Review and Approve the submittal of the 2022 SERC United We Stand Grant (UWS) 
Application in the amount of $32,000 to allow the Las Vegas Paiute Police Department 
to purchase rifle optics totaling $4,235 and Clark County Fire Department to purchase 
evidentiary scanning equipment and supplies for Fire Investigations and atmosphere 
monitors totaling $27,765.00. 
Karen Taylor stated that this is an annual application for United We Stand, she had not 
known when it was going to be released, and it is due back to them in really quick turnaround 
time.  She only had two applicants, the first being Las Vegas Paiute Police for 11 rifle optics.  
The second was Clark County Fire, with one piece for Fire Investigations, and the second 
piece was for the atmospheric monitors.  Chief Heenan, who oversees the Fire Investigations 



Division, stated they submitted the proposal to purchase tracking equipment and storage 
equipment.  He described that as it relates to domestic terrorism or international terrorism, 
arson has been a tool used by hate groups throughout history, and recently with arson 
bombings of Asian community businesses.  They collect evidence and store it in their vault.  
They've submitted requests to companies to allow them to use scanning software so they 
could better track their equipment, so that when they go through the criminal justice system 
they can authenticate that the chain of custody is exactly what it should be.  They had a great 
opportunity because of Las Vegas Metro recently purchasing a large product, and so they 
were able to join with Metro and partake in that.  There were questions from Carolyn Levering 
regarding $32,000 being a strange number, and Karen Taylor replied that was the amount 
they were allowed to apply for because it had been increased.  Jeremy Hynds asked about 
the rifles and optics being covered under this grant, and Karen Taylor replied that they were 
able to tie the need of those optics to terrorism.  Carlito Rayos stated that the five monitors 
will be replacing five Honeywell air gas monitors that are no longer serviceable and the 
sensors in the meters are no longer provided by Honeywell. 

 
 Motion to approve by Mike Wilson. 
 Second by Carolyn Levering. 
 Motion passed to approve the submittal of the 2022 SERC United We Stand Grant (UWS) 

Application in the amount of $32,000 to allow the Las Vegas Paiute Police Department to 
purchase rifle optics totaling $4,235 and Clark County Fire Department to purchase 
evidentiary scanning equipment and supplies for Fire Investigations and atmosphere 
monitors totaling $27,765.00 . 

 
  VI. Review and Approve the submittal of the 2021 HMEP Mid Cycle Grant Application in 

the amount of $24,444 for the LEPC to send 6 HazMat technicians to Security and 
Emergency Training Center to attend HazMat Technician Refresher class. 

 Karen Taylor stated that she has been reminding the LEPC members that the SERC has this 
funding available and has not been used, that they still have quite a bit available, and with 
Carlito starting with us he came up with a need.  Carlito Rayos described that there is a 
continuing education requirement for hazmat technicians, that there's some inconsistencies in 
what that refresher training looks like across our jurisdictions, mainly because we all have 
different levels of response capability.  So this is an opportunity for us to conduct that training. 
The added value is that we would do this multijurisdictionally and have an opportunity to 
break away from work and really focus on a multijurisdictional response to a large hazmat 
hazard. 

 
 Motion to approve by Solome Barton. 
 Second by Craig Cooper. 
 Motion passed to approve the submittal of the 2021 HMEP Mid Cycle Grant Application in the 

amount of $24,444 for the LEPC to send 6 HazMat technicians to Security and Emergency 
Training Center to attend HazMat Technician Refresher class. 

 
 VII. Review and Approve the submittal of the 2021 HMEP Mid Cycle Grant Application in 

the amount of $75,045.00 to conduct an exercise and the equipment for Clark County 
Tech Rescue Team for a vehicle fire with patient rescue inside the convention center 
underground loop tunnel. 

 Karen Taylor let the LEPC members know that normally the HMEP mid-cycle funding is for 
emphasis on training and exercise, and normally there's a much lower amount that we can 
apply for.  But the SERC right now has a considerable amount of money in the mid-cycle 
funding that is due to expire by September 30, so she requested and was given permission to 
apply for a higher amount.  Ryan Glassford, one of the battalion chiefs who oversees our 
heavy rescue training and tech rescue team, described the new tunnel program at the 
convention center, that they're working diligently to get all the equipment and tools and 
training that we need to be proficient in the underground tunnel application.  So they're asking 
for money for their new communication system, which would allow them to communicate in 



those underground environments.  Yesterday they tested a sample, ran their normal drills, 
and it was fantastic, clear as a bell, so they're excited to have good comms.  Tesla's 
providing a unique challenge for them from the hazardous material perspective, because of 
the lithium batteries, when they catch on fire.  They've got to train their guys on how to use 
the new closed air packs when fighting fires in tunnels with hazardous materials there.  So 
the drill would be to exercise the communication equipment.  They're also in need of new 
extrication equipment and tools with the battery pack, because they don't want to use 
combustible engines in the confined space of the tunnel.  There are a lot of intricacies to the 
tunnel and fighting fires and rescuing people in that situation, and they want to be able to give 
their people as real world training as possible, so that they can perform as they should. In 
answer to a question by Jeremy Hynds about other jurisdictions training with them, Ryan said 
that he anticipates us drilling together all the time in the future.  Craig Cooper added that 
they've already started working with Chief Whitney on their tunnel response, and 
collaboration is underway.  There was discussion about negotiations regarding the tunnel 
moving forward and how they can learn from past and learn to negotiate a lot better.  In 
answer to Carolyn Levering's question about being able to buy equipment, Karen Taylor 
clarified that not equipment exclusively, but it has to be used in a training and exercise.  
Warren Whitney added that he's spoken with Chief Buchanan, Chief Cooper, Chief Nolan, 
and that they were caught off guard, didn't know everything that was involved, but they've 
learned a lot.  He's also spoken to Seattle FD and Atlanta PD, who have tunnel programs, 
and they've shed light on the ongoing costs and training and requirements. 

 
 Motion to adjourn by Carolyn Levering. 
 Second by Warren Whitney. 
 Motion passed to approve the submittal of the 2021 HMEP Mid Cycle Grant Application in the 

amount of $75,045.00 to conduct an exercise and the equipment for Clark County Tech 
Rescue Team for a vehicle fire with patient rescue inside the convention center underground 
loop tunnel.  

 
VIII. Public Comments 
 Karen Taylor commented that since have a meeting May, since we do have the HMEP mid-

cycle funding, if there's any organization that would like to apply, get it to her so it can be on 
the next agenda. 

 
 Chairman Samuels noted that the next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 11th, 

at 9:00 a.m.  
 
  VIII. Adjournment 
 Motion to adjourn by Misty Richardson. 
 Second by Jeremy Hynds. 
 Motion carried. 
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